
Here is some teaching material I produced when I was teaching NCEA digital media.

DIGITAL MEDIA:    

I know there are many excellent brands 
in digital cameras.  I have used Canon, 
went on to Nikon, then to Olympus, (my 
preference in the days of film and 
darkrooms.)  I have now gone back to 
Canon.  

There are several interchangeable lenses 
in my kit, and for me, the flip out, 
rotatable  digital view finder is a must.



You need to know 
the capabilities of 
these items of 
equipment.



Can you understand what is wrong with these images?



The reference to 
film is for those few 
who still use it.

However the 
principles still apply 
in the digital age.



If you were going to publish one of 
these images, which would you 
choose?    Why?



The rule of thirds is a great guideline but some 
excellent images may ignore it completely.



Symmetry may provide 
compositional balance.
However there are many 
variations.











Ask the art teachers and the physics 
teachers about primary colours.

Their answers will be different but they 
will both be correct.

WHY?









FOCAL LENGTH

A zoom lens is a lens that covers a range of focal lengths. To start at the 

beginning, we need to understand what the focal length in photography is.

The focal length determines the angle of view of the camera, meaning how much 

of the scene you capture. It is measured in millimetres (mm).

Focal lengths usually range between 8mm to more than 300 mm.

This measure is just the distance between the centre of the lens and the sensor.

A 50mm focal length (in a full-frame camera) corresponds approximately to the 

angle of view of the human eye.

If we take a photo with a 50mm lens, the scene will look pretty much as we see it 

without the camera. Shorter focal lengths (wide angle lenses)  will widen our 

view. We will see a broader frame in the camera than with our eyes.

Lenses with longer focal lengths (telephoto lenses) will narrow our angle of 

view. A smaller part of the scene will be in the frame.

Zoom lenses allow you to adjust the focal length of the lens within a specific 

range. In other words, you can change the angle of view and make it narrower 

(zoom in) or wider (zoom out).











What common factor makes these images interesting?



What common factor makes these images interesting?



What common factor makes these images interesting?



What common 
factor makes 
these images 
interesting?



What common factor makes these images interesting?



What common factor makes these images interesting?



HERE
Is a highly 
recommended web 
site.

In this presentation 
we have a few of 
the key concepts 
from this site.
(But there is much, 
much more!)

DIGITAL MEDIA:    


