
Friendship House, Huntly

with Valentine Venimore

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Descriptive Writing Techniques

Descriptive writing is a powerful tool that can be used to engage readers and evoke powerful emotions. By using vivid 

descriptions and imagery, descriptive writing can bring a scene to life, express a mood, or create a powerful emotional 

response in the reader. From novels to poetry, descriptive writing examples can be found in a variety of genres.

Descriptive writing is a type of writing that gives life to a story, scene, character and more. It allows the reader to 

visualize what is happening by providing vivid details. This type of writing is often seen in books, poems, and even in 

movies. It paints a picture in the reader's mind and helps them to connect to the story in a more meaningful way.

Descriptive writing uses sensory details to capture the reader’s attention and draw them into the story. It involves the 

use of words that appeal to the five senses: sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch. For example, a descriptive writing 

example might include phrases like “the sweet smell of baking cookies filled the kitchen” or “the icy cold wind stung my 

face.” These descriptions bring the story to life and evoke a sense of emotion in the reader.

In addition to sensory details, descriptive writing also uses figurative language to create an emotional connection. For 

instance, phrases like “the sun shone like a beacon of hope” or “the dark clouds loomed ominously” can help to set the 

mood of the scene. This type of language brings the story to life and helps the reader to better understand the emotion 

of the characters.

Descriptive writing is a powerful tool that can help to bring stories to life. It can add depth and emotion to a scene, 

allowing the reader to connect with the characters in a more meaningful way. By using sensory details and figurative 

language, descriptive writing examples can help to create an emotional impact that can stay with the reader long after 

they have finished the story.

Make use of  literary devices, such as metaphors, similes, sensory writing, hyperbole, personification, and 

onomatopoeia. These descriptive writing techniques are specific ways to use language to help a reader imagine 

something in great detail.

Descriptive writing is a versatile writing style that can be used to bring a scene to life, to express a mood, to paint a vivid 

picture of an object or person, and to create a powerful emotional response in the reader. It is an effective way to 

engage readers, as it uses sensory details to create a vivid image in their minds. For example, a description of a summer 

day could include the sound of birds singing, the warmth of the sun on the skin, and the smell of freshly cut grass. By 

using evocative language, descriptive writing can evoke strong emotions in the reader, bringing a seemingly mundane 

scene to life.

Descriptive writing examples can be found in a variety of genres, including novels, short stories, and even poetry. In 

fiction, descriptive writing is used to create vivid depictions of characters, settings, and plot points. For example, a novel 

may use descriptive writing to create a vivid portrait of a character, such as their physical appearance and style of dress, 

as well as their mannerisms, speech patterns, and thought processes. 

Descriptive writing can also be used to create powerful emotional responses in readers. By using vivid descriptions and 

imagery, descriptive writing can evoke a range of emotions, from fear to joy to sadness. For example, in Edgar Allan 

Poe’s “The Raven,” the narrator’s fear and despair are evoked through vivid descriptions of the raven’s midnight visits 

and its ominous words.

Descriptive Writing



EXAMPLES

Weave description through the narrative: Sometimes a character enters a room and looks around, so 

the narrative needs to pause to describe what the character sees. Other times, description can be 

threaded through the narrative. For example, instead of pausing to describe a character, engage that 

character in dialogue with another character. Use the characters’ thoughts and the dialogue tags to 

reveal description: He stared at her flowing, auburn curls, which reminded him of his mother’s hair. 

“Where were you?” he asked, shifting his green eyes across the restaurant to where a customer was 

hassling one of the servers.

Make description active: Consider the following description of a room: There was a bookshelf in the 

corner. A desk sat under the window. The walls were beige, and the floor was tiled. That’s boring. Try 

something like this: A massive oak desk sat below a large picture window and beside a shelf 

overflowing with books. Hardcovers, paperbacks, and binders were piled on the dingy tiled floor in 

messy stacks. In the second example, words like overflowing and piled are active.
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Challenge:   Use one (or some) of these local images as a source for a descriptive paragraph.


